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Official address: 21 Hussein bin Talal St., Nur-Sultan city, Republic of Kazakhstan 
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School Project Capacity: 970 

Attendance: 971 students  

Dormitory capacity: 100 beds 

 

 

Accreditation:  

Being accredited by the Council of International Schools, Nazarbayev Intellectual School of 

Physics and Mathematics has demonstrated through the accreditation process its alignment with the 

CIS Code of Ethics and Principles, leadership in international education, sharing knowledge, 

embracing diverse perspectives and challenging itself to a continuous improvement process. 

  

 

Demographics: 

89% Asian, 11% Caucasian  

Number of students for 2019-2020 academic year: 971 including 100 students living in the 

dormitory 

  

 

Average scores for international examinations 

SAT: 1410 (2019) 

IELTS: 6.5 

PISA: 534 

 

 

Context and Scope 
Opened in 2009, Nazarbayev Intellectual School became the first Intellectual School launched by 

the initiative of first president Nursultan Nazarbayev. 

Our Mission, which is `MAKE YOUR FUTURE HERE`, helps develop the intellectual potential 

of our students by endowing them with knowledge and skills necessary for a 21st-century 

individual. Our Vision promotes citizens with sound moral values devoted to the future of their 

country. They can find solutions to complex problems, and our alumni graduate from the leading 

Kazakhstan and foreign universities worldwide achieving excellence in their fields. 
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In 2019-20 academic year, NIS PhM in Nur-Sultan has 41 classes, 21 for Kazakh language speakers 

and 20 for Russian language speakers. 971 students attend grades 7 to 12. 

Teachers go through a rigorous selection process and thus pay special attention to their continuous 

professional development. We employ both national and international staff. 

The school has full-time psychologists, nurses, music, chess, pottery and chorography teachers.  

Our full-time homeroom teachers are part of SEN team. 

 

 

Curriculum 

In order to ensure successful integration into the world educational space and students' access 

to information in Kazakh, Russian, and English, a three-language teaching was introduced at 

the Nazarbayev Intellectual School. The educational curriculum called NIS Programme is 

relative to to the GCE A-Level standard. NIS Programme was developed in collaboration with 

Cambridge International Examinations, one of strategic partners to NIS. 

NIS in Nur-Sultan offers an extensive range of extra-curricular activities, which include 

drama, sports, debates, robotics, Model United Nations, as well extensive community service. 

We participate in a number of national and international competitions in and outside of 

Kazakhstan. 

 

The NIS Grade 12 Certificate is awarded subject to completion of the NIS Programme, a 

two-year integrated upper secondary mathematics-and-science program developed and 

assessed in collaboration with Cambridge Assessment International Examinations. The NIS 

Programme intends to prepare its students for undergraduate study in key national and 

international universities whereby students are taught and assessed in English, Russian and 

Kazakh. The first cohort of students with the NIS Grade 12 Certificate graduated in 2013. 

In December 2017, UK NARIC fulfilled an independent benchmarking study focused on 

the NIS Grade 12 Certificate in the context of the UK education system. 

 

 

Overview of the NIS Programme 

 

Entry and duration 

 

The NIS Programme (High School) consists of two years of study (Grade 11 and 12), and 

entry is based on successful completion of secondary school at Grade 10. Admission to NIS 

secondary school is through a selective entrance examination. 

 
 

Structure and Content 

 

The NIS Programme (High School) consists of eight compulsory subjects and a range of 

elective subjects (including two at advanced level, typically one at standard level, further 

elective courses and club activities). Students also typically undertake an IELTS or similar 

at the end of Grade 12. 

 



The NIS Grade 12 Certificate is based on external assessment only. Students will also 

receive a State Atestat detailing all subjects studied and their grades based on a combination 

of external assessment and internal, school-based assessment. 

 

 

Assessment, Grading and Certification 

Subjects assessed externally include English, Mathematics, Biology, Physics, Chemistry, 

Kazakhstan in the Modern World, Geography, Computer Science, Kazakh/Russian 

Language and Literature (L1). 

As with the GCE AS and A Level, assessment is primarily via written examination on 

completion of the program, with the exception of NIS Global Perspectives and Project 

Work, assessed via an independent research report and portfolio. 

 

 

Key advantages 

The NIS and the GCE A level have three shared central aims/principles, namely to (i) develop 

the general and subject-specific knowledge and skills needed to successfully transition to 

post- secondary and undergraduate study and (ii) to provide a robust and internationally 

comparable ‘summative measure of the knowledge, skills and understanding that a learner 

has acquired’ which can (iii) ‘be of use in the selection processes for Further Education, 

Higher Education or employment’. 

A comparative review of NIS examination papers with those set for GCE AS and A-Level 

was undertaken to ascertain and compare the level and volume of assessment. This found that 

across all subjects reviewed in this study, the standard of assessment is pitched at GCE AS 

or A-Level standard (depending on the subject) although for some subjects, the volume of 

study and assessment may be less. 

A review of the quality assurance and control processes and procedures found these to be 

sufficient for the purposes of benchmarking the NIS Grade 12 Certificate to UK qualification 

standards. Many of these processes have been developed in collaboration with Cambridge 

Assessment International Education and it is noted that the Grade 12 Certificate is currently 

jointly certified. Overall, UK NARIC has concluded that the NIS Grade 12 Certificate is 

comparable to the overall GCE A-Level standard, with Mathematics and the student’s two 

Advanced level electives comparable to GCE A-Level on a subject-for-subject basis. 

 

 

Methodology 

Based on UK NARIC’s well-established methodology for credential evaluation comprised a 

detailed review of the NIS Programme leading to the Grade 12 Certificate in terms of entrance 

requirements; duration; mode of learning; content and structure; learning outcomes; 

assessment methods; associated outcomes; and quality assurance mechanisms. 

The study also involved a site visit in November 2017 to meet with the NIS Central Office 

and visit two schools where UK NARIC staff undertook a number of lesson observations and 

met with school management. 

 

 



*- Points are comprised of internal formative assessment throughout the term (max = 18) and 

summative assessment by the end of the term (max = 42) 

 

The school does not conduct ranking of the students 

 

 

Grade Point Average (GPA) Calculation 

GPA is computed using the above quality points. All subjects are included in the computation. 

By the end of the school year, an arithmetic average for points (middle column) of all terms 

of each subject is calculated to produce a final grade for the subject. GPA for all subjects is 

established by calculating an arithmetic average for Kazakhstan General School Grading 

System (right column) grades and rounded to one decimal place (Example, 4.8 out of 5). 

 

 

Graduates 

Class of 2019 was 200 graduates. 

Class size of all 12th graders for 2019-2020 academic year is 141 

 

 

Recognition of NIS Programme Certificate 

On February 22, 2018, Pusan National University (South Korea) informed about the 

recognition of NIS Grade 12 Certificate for admission to its undergraduate programs starting 

from 2018. 

On March 28, 2018, UK NARIC's International Projects Group completed its benchmarking 

study of NIS Grade 12 Certificate, and evaluated it as comparable to the overall GCE A Level 

standard. 

On May 22, 2018, the Council of Education and Culture Ministers in Germany announced 

the admitting of NIS graduates to universities of Germany for undergraduate programs, 

bypassing the pre-university training foundation programs. 

On July 2, 2018, Cambridge University announced the recognition of NIS Grade 12 

Certificate for admission to university undergraduate programs starting from 2019. 

On February 25, 2019, the International School of Economics at Kazakhstan-British 

Grading and Ranking 

NIS Grading 

System 

Minimum Point 

Requirements* 

Kazakhstan 

General School 

Grading System 

(min = 2, max = 

5) 

A+ – Outstanding 54/60 5 

A – Excellent 48/60 5 

B – Above average 42/60 4 

C – Average 36/60 4 

D – Below 

Average 

30/60 3 

E – Poor 24/60 3 

U – Fail Less than 24 2 



Technical University announced the recognition of NIS Grade 12 Certificate for admission 

to the second year of study in their undergraduate programs.  

On April 19, 2019, NIS received recognition from Hong Kong Polytechnic University (SAR 

PRC) and Glasgow Caledonian University (UK).The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

(PolyU) addressed with an official letter that certifies the NIS Grade 12 Certificate provides 

eligibility for entering their first-year bachelor programs. Moreover, Academic Policy and 

Practice Committee at Glasgow Caledonian University (GCU) approved the recommendation 

to accept NIS external summative assessment results as an entry requirement for their second-

year of bachelor programs as well. 

 

 

  A Exemplary List of Universities Attended by NIS Graduates with Full Scholarship 

 

 Duke Kunshan University 

 Carnegie Mellon University  

 Yale 

 University of Pennsylvania 

 University of California-Davis 

 UNIST, South Korea 

 London School of business and finance 

 Hong Kong Poly University 

 Hong Kong City University 

 Education University of Hong Kong 

 Pusan National University 

 Solbridge Business School, South Korea 

 Aalto University 

 Chinese University of Hong Kong 

 Eötvös Loránd University, Hungary 

 City university of London 

 Budapest University of Technology 

and Economics  

 Kocaeli University, Turkey 

 Lomonosov MSU, Russia 

 Nazarbayev University, Kazakhstan 

 KIMEP University, Kazakhstan 

 Al-Farabi Kazakh National 

University 

 Saint-Petersburg State University 

 Innopolis University 

 Nagoya University, Japan 

 Polytechnical University of Milan 

 

 

Contact Information: 

Arman Kanatbekuly 

School Counselor 

kanatbekuly_a@ast.nis.edu.kz 

+7 (7172) 559-801 
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